Secure, Equitable Access to DER and Aggregation Data Through a Standardized Framework for DER Information Registries
Concept Paper Framework
In April 2025, at the direction of the NAESB Board of Directors, wholesale and retail electric participants initiated a joint effort to consider the development of business practice standards to support the integration of distributed energy resource (DER) and aggregation registries by industry.  The joint work has been carried over to the current annual plans as 2026 WEQ Annual Plan Item 5.a / 2026 RMQ Annual Plan Item 2.a, with the WEQ and RMQ Business Practices Subcommittees holding [11] joint meetings to between April 2025 and February 2026.  
Initial discussions identified coordination challenges and gaps in DER and aggregation information sharing, leading the subcommittees to determine use cases that would most likely meet industry needs where standardization would be supportive.  From feedback through other channels, such as recent NERC work papers, the subcommittee recognizes that centralized databases, designed to be interoperable with existing industry tools and processes, could help address some of these identified issues through  a standardized registry framework to facilitate equitable, secure access to DER and aggregation information.  
The NERC Transmission and Distribution Coordination Strategies White Paper identified DER registries as one mechanism to enable uniform formatting requirements for users to aid industry’s ability to obtain needed information and facilitate collaboration between electric participants.  
The NERC Reducing DER Variability and Uncertainty Impacts on the Bulk Power System White Paper recognized the “breadth of stakeholders” has expanded and outlined methods to improve DER data collection and sharing and expanded on recommendations related to the use of DER registries and a common information model for information exchanges.  
The subcommittees determined “a single source of truth” registry that could house more static operational characteristics of the individual DER and entity ownership as the best opportunity for standardization.  In the evaluation of how best to establish a common registry structure we reflected that industry feedback is needed to determine the relevant stakeholders who would leverage or utilize this type of registry data.  
Before proceeding, the WEQ/RMQ BPS Chairs want to solicit feedback from industry to determine support and where such a registry would meet the needs of industry help guide the next steps.  This Concept Paper describes the considerations that informed the WEQ/RMQ BPS discussions as well as details the proposed solution.  The intent is to provide information industry can use to provide responses to identified questions that will frame the path forward and guide any subsequent standards development.
I. Problem Statement
a. Description of Status Quo
b. Challenges and Gaps Identified Through Discussions
i. Gaps in information collection, sharing and verification practices and coordination challenges
ii. DER and aggregation data needs to support various commercial and operational processes, including (1) DER registration and aggregation processes, (2) scheduling and operations, (3) performance validation and settlements, (4) change management, (5) regulatory compliance and reporting efforts (FERC Order No. 2222, FERC Order No. 901
II. Current Proposed Solution: Overarching DER Entity Registry and DER Device and Aggregation Registries
a. High-Level Overview
b. Interoperability with Industry Tools and Processes
c. Detailed DER Entity Registry Description
i. Supported Entity Roles (e.g., device owner, supplier, scheduling entity, etc.)
ii. Entity functional capabilities (e.g., agent, authority, observer, etc.)
d. Detailed DER Device and Aggregation Registries Description 
i. Data categories
III. Areas of Needed Industry Feedback

