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ESPI Standard –
In 2017, the NAESB Energy Services Provider Interface (ESPI) Task Force will consider any potential updates to the REQ.21 ESPI Model Business Practices.  NAESB continues to coordinate with the Green Button Alliance, an organization that facilitates compliance, development, and employment of the Green Button Initiative by providing certification of implementations, marketing, and education.  Responding to a 2012 White House call to action, ESPI serves a critical role as the foundation for the Green Button Initiative – providing customers with simple and secure access to their energy usage data in response to a 2012 White House call to action.  ESPI provides an industry-standard XML format and a data exchange protocol for the exchange of a retail customer’s energy usage information between their designated data custodian, i.e. utility, and an authorized third party service provider.  In the United States, over 150 utilities and service providers have committed to providing more than 60 million U.S. households with access to their own Green Button energy data.  In Canada, more than half of Ontario-based consumers, totaling 3 million residences and businesses now have access to Green Button data.  The Green Button Alliance has offered the expertise of subject matter experts as the RMQ considers modifications to the ESPI Model Business Practices, as part of 2017 RMQ Annual Plan Item 1.e.
OpenFMB Model Business Practices –
Published in Version 3.1 of the NAESB RMQ Model Business Practices on March 31, 2016, the RMQ.26 – Open Field Message Bus (OpenFMB) Model Business Practices were ratified by the NAESB membership on March 7, 2016.  OpenFMB leverages a non-proprietary and standards-based reference architecture platform to expand interoperability for intelligent field devices on the grid.  Co-chaired by Joe Zhou of Ernst & Young and Stuart Laval of Duke Energy, the NAESB OpenFMB Task Force focused the initial model business practices on grid-edge technology, with three microgrid use cases serving as drivers for the effort.
Currently, through the Smart Grid Interoperability Panel (SGIP), additional OpenFMB use cases are being developed and tested to address distribution automation, distributed energy resources, and other distribution system-relate business drivers.  As the use cases are finalized, the NAESB OpenFMB Task Force anticipates submitting a standards request for further standards development efforts in order to incorporate the new use cases into the next version of the NAESB RMQ Model Business Practices.
Additionally, the RMQ Executive Committee has added an agenda item, 2017 RMQ Annual Plan Item 4.a – Cybersecurity for the RMQ.26 – OpenFMB – develop security model business practices as necessary for the OpenFMB architecture.  This annual plan item will examine the cybersecurity aspects of the OpenFMB Model Business Practices and has an expected completion date within the first quarter of 2017.  The next Open FMB Task Force conference call will be announced by the NAESB Office.
This year, the DistribuTECH Conference and Exhibition was held in San Diego, California from January 31- February 2.  Visitors were presented with the OpenFMB Collaboration Site, which boasts example code, wikis, use cases, a blog, links, and a community of users to address communication between devices at the grid edge.  Once the use cases are finalized, the NAESB OpenFMB Task Force anticipates further standards development efforts to incorporate into the next version of the NAESB RMQ Model Business Practices.
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